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3 FOHN TRUMBULL, 


Tak CELEDRATED AUTHOR oF Dd’ Fincat, 
AMONG thofe. who have fucceflively con- 
tributed to_itifpire the American people with 
the love o 
their mirids to found views of : 
‘yernment, and refined their ta e by the two- 
“fold means of criti¢ifmi and poetry, the auther 
of © M?Finga’”’ defervesto be confidered as one 
of the firit. 
they might have been cultivated in the middle 
aid fouthern portions of North America, let- 
- ters were in a very crude and depaled conditi- 
opin New-England. Efforts, it is true, had 
beers made to lead the general mind towards 
their more afliduous culture ; but the flight- 
eft comparifon of the writings of Mr. ‘Trum- 
*puLL, with thofe of his. immediate predecef- 
fors, will furprife the critic with a diilimili- 
tude, which, in any Evtoptau country, could 
i {earcely have been expected to have happened 
tefs than. a century. ; 
Waterbury, ya Connecticut, in the year 17495 
or 1750 His father, a wealthy and refpecta- 
ble clergyman of the place, early inftructed 
him in the ufual elements of education ; and, 
flattered by his docile and adtive genius, led 
him from Englith to Latin and Greek. Nor 
were his eares unrewarded ; for fuch was the 
uncommon vigour of thé mtelle& of, his fon, 


the age of-fevert, after a full «tamination, he 
was declared fufficiéntly advanced in his acade- 
niic ftudies to deferve admifiion into Yale col- 
lege. His tender years difinclining his parents 
toplace him there to young, he was withdrawn, 
and did not join that inftitution till he was thir- 
teen, or had entered his thirteenth year. His 
‘collegiate life was onecontinued fcene of fuccefs. 
The fuperiority of his genius, attainments, and 
inluftry, elevated him, on every trial, over all 
his competitors ; and fuch of his collegiate ex- 
cercifes as have been made public, evidence a 
fpirit and correétnefs of thought and expreflion 
sarely difeernjble in more advanced years, and 
after greater opportunities of inftru¢tion. Mr, 
TeompBoLe graduated i 1767. In what mon- 
uer the interval between this period and 1771 
was {pent, the writer of tlus article is not par~ 
ticularly informed. He has an indiftinét recel- 
Lction, however, that’ Mr. “TrRumpvtt was 


put of Connedticut.. In 1772, he accepted a 
tutorfhip in Yale college; and, as has been be- 








iterature. ands liberty, whoditefed - 
de nature of gow. 


Indced before his time, however’ 


--Joun Trumport1, was born in the town of » 


and fo affiduoufly did he apply himfelf, that at. 


4 


engaged irr the bafinefs of inftruction, in fome | 





fore remarked in the account of Dr. wrent,, | 


induced the author to turn his attention more 
particularly to 2 fpecies of writing for which, till 


| theashe had himfelf modeftly queftioned his qua- 


lifteaiions. But, whatever might have been his 
own conceptions, as to the peculiar bent of his 
talents, his companions were too often forced to 


fmart under the laf of his fatire to entertain - 


any Coubts of his fucecfs. Nor does-he ap- 
pear to. have beenilong held in doubt himfelt : 
for in 177%, he publifhed his poem entitled, 
“The Progre/s f Dullne/s,” in three parts, 
feparately printed.’ ‘his poem had an ama- 
zing fale; and, notwithftanding feveral cditi- 
ons, and one as late ae 1794, is now feldom 
to be met with, either in the ihops or libraries. 
To judge properly of the merit cf this perfor- 
mance, the reader fhould be accu ately and 
cyen minutely acquainted with the peculiar 
manners of the New-ingland people, aud par- 
ticularly with their manners at that time—for 
twenty years have made many changes—and as 
few foreigners can acquire this knowledge, 
the perufal of the ‘* Progre/s of Duline/s” can- 
not be expected to intereft the Eurcpean reader 
in any remarkable degree. 

Mr. ‘IRuMBULL refigned his tutorfhip in 
1773, and repaired to Boftor. - His original 
defign was to devote himfelf to literature’; 
but his father, judging, perhaps, more pru- 
dently for bis fon, obliged him to make choice 
of a profefhon; and Mr Trumarr: having 
determined in-favour of the bar, he was placed 
under the dire@tion of :Mr. Apams, then a 
diftinguifhed advocate and counfejlor in Bof- 
ton, now Prefident of the United itates. But 
though he was now cencemned to a purfuit 
little congenial to one whofe inclinations con- 
tinually tempted his feet to sivay into the plea- 
fant ‘paihs of poetry, Mr. Trumaorr .did not 
forget the Mufes; and..an 6cealion foon pre- 
fented itfelf worthy of his pen. «How he ac- 
quitted bimfeli may-be feen in his «* Alegy- on 
the Zimes,” fir pyblifhed in Boer, in .1774- 


{ On his admiffion to the bat, Mr. TRumpute | 


returned. to Connecticut; and after no long. 
time. fettled at Hartford; where he has ever 
fince continued. Here he foon became one of’ 
the ableft and moft popular advocates 5 and till 
within a few years (when his health ‘had been 
fo. much impaired as to oblige him to decline 
the exercile of his. profeffion) he was confider- 
ed as the ableit sounfellor in the county, and 


among the-abieft in the fates. His domeftic | 


habits, which feldom permitted him to mingle | 


much dm feeicty at large, and, perhaps,, che 
fear of his fatirie talents prevented that eager 
iutereft in his behalf, among a large body. of 
men, which would have casried him. forward 


4 w 





No. 43: VOL. r. 
aS on eS ee CUS SS ss 
: AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY... was concerried in yatious periodical publication$ | into public life; and it is owing perhaps ¢ 
ea oI ye ee tg | snith that gentleman s all of which contributed | thefe fedentary habits, and .to his fecluGén,., 
ee gilt, Se ee ~~ | to his reputation, Some of thei, performan ~ that he has become the viétim of hypechondriac 
THE LIEB, OF 6 ces were fatyrieal s and their furprizing fuccefS | and nervous affections, which’ now impair his. - 


ufcfulnefs and poifon his felicity. 

Mr. ‘TRuMByLL has been the fole or part: 
author of numerous periodical. publications, on. 
literary, moral and _ politica} fubjects, all of 
«which have commanded great. refpect. Of 
thofc,in which he has saw concerned with others- 
none has attracted more applaufe than.a feries 
of papers, fomewhat on the plan of “ The Kol. 
liad;’ aud executed with equal wit, entitled, 
‘* American Antiguities;? and. extracts from. 
“© The Anarchiad,’ originally publifhed in the 
New Haven Gazette for 1786 and 1787. 
Thefe papers have never been colle@ted; but 
they were republithed, from one end of the 
continent of America to the .other, in the 
newfpapers. of the day, ‘They were the 
joint work of Mr. ‘Trumeunz, Mr. Baxrow, 
Col. Humpnreys and’ Dr. Horg:ns, 

But the work which has moft contributed 
to eftablifh the reputation of this poet, is the 
pren of © Al Fingal ;* a poem which has been: 
favourably received in Europe, and which was 
read with raptury in America, 

Mry. Tromeu! 4 has pubdlifhed— 

1. M Fingal, 1 medern epic poem, in four: 
cantos, printed in 1784—laft American editiom 
“yn 1796. * 

2. Che Progrefs-of Dullnefs, frft printed in 
1772—laft edition im 1794. 

3: sey on the Times, %774—colleMedi 
with his fmalter ferious poems, in American 
Poems, vol. 1. publithed at Litchfield, Con- 
necticut, 1793. . 

Tr is faid that Mr. Trumputt, is preparing 
a comwnplete: edition of his works, Hluftrated 
with notes, and comprifing many unpublifhed: 
eflays. and poems. 


A CHAPLAIN of a man of war lately took: 
his-text from the 107th pfalm, verfes 23, 242 
—* They that go down inf® the fea in foips, that do 
befiiels in the great water ;. tke/a fee the works of the 
Lord and his wonders in ihe deep In order to: 
accommodate his difeourfe.to his heasers, he 
difcanted at large ‘om the power of God over 
the osean, bis bounty ta thofe feamen whe engage 
in,bis fe’ vice; and bis granting protefiow te. all! 
whe addres their petitions-te him.” . After he 
had finifhed his,harrangue, he: proceeded to» 
catechife a boy, whe had been brought. up om 
board a fhip: ia the profounde® ignerance of 
every cing, except what related to the nautical 
profeilion, and. dmonge other queftions, atked 
him. What was God ” « Muster, 2e~ 
plied the boy with the utmoft Simplicity, « ¥ 
Suppye as bow be is the First Lord. of the Ademis- 
. r > . 
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ater So eaiinet SOE: Te Ao TR aS ED TB REITER el a cat sa ee ee “ 
ON LAUGHTER. with his own {clf-importance, as to be a yery | foftering boon of charity ; and wilt thou tog, * 
dick | difagreeable Companion. Saree ~~ sear s Metis make pe, 
ara ; er Saeer - . ers urveyed the miferable object be —wilt 
Notwithftanding rifibility is a power, quali- If «we may credit hiftorians, Whéed liste Heep ejathougmmdioshas fo oft felé for the wants of th 
ty, or talent allotted only io man; nature not! .. : : fellow-creatures more than thy own, rcfule now" 
) Bs 16 es 4 Tie many inftances of people litterally burfting thy fcanty pittance? No! a nobler fentiment 
having endowe ant _ — ' tts et with laughter. Valetius Maximus tells us of One | than avatice now animates my feelings. I took 
faculty of contracting or dilating the ad Rhibwsh;\who-ww highly pleafed at feeing an -: oe eee ae a —_ he gran. 
f ; . il i * 1 ; : as 
. Chee Of qeamace 5~ yet laughing 1S a8 ONfEH | afs cat a batket of figs, and-ordered him a glafs | the raifed Pv to feemed to akin witht 
reas trumpet of folly, as it is the enfign of, ¢ wine to prevent his having the cholic, which penned s but the inward famults of her heart 
joy 3, fot, as the poet fays, | conceit fo. tickled his fancy, that he died with pw her Sey orca Forse eae I, so 
Per rifum aquitum potcris cogaofcere ftultum. { langhii Cehius Rhodigni Te ntions UuMiDg my waik, . may § thin © purc afe | c 
: | ee Ing. enUsS peignius ae ment dear ; if, by beftowing a few pence on the un. a 
To laugh upon every occafion is a proef that | a fimilar fool named Zeuxis, a celebrated painter | fortunate, it enables me to place a {mile in their u 
every trifle that prefents itfelf to us is capable | of old, who having painted an old woman in a dejected features!” r 
of giving us pleafure ; and we thereby demon- | whimiical pofture, found his picture fo pleafant, ees ; t 
{trate the want of a judicious tafte, and a dif- | that nothing but death could terminate the ope- FOR THE DESSERT. | = 
cerning genius. The man who often laughs | ration of his rifible mufcles. aidan : . 
becomes at length ridiculous, and the woman THE QUAKER GIRL. t 
2 ae ' ..., | If thefe were foolith, they muft at leaft be tate ag) 
who is guilty of this error, is much to be pitied ; | ‘. A neat Quaker girl, ia her Sabbath day gown, ( 
a allowed pleafant deaths : and though Philemon 
for befides modefty, the moft-brijliant orna- a I ever preferred to the belles of the town; ] 
. and Zeuxis were very ridiculous charattcrs, 7 a 
ment of the fex, greatly fuffering thereby, the , Averfe to the giddy meanders of drefs,. “ C 
a iii Se they were ftill preferable to thofe of ‘Timon of ; : ) 
phyfiognomy is much disfigured, as it widens Athens, or Diogenes the Cynic. In a word Not fond to exceed in each maddith excefs. : 
3 ; CNS, 4 . ) r 
the mou, inflates, the — “ — both extremes are equally contemptible. No {tiff formal plate cramps the curl of her hair,’ : 
the noftrils ; whence the moit beautiful face in aos . é a 
No art can difguife, or the black or the fair ; 
the world at length becomes the mafk of folly. ———— : ' : - : ‘ 
’ No cuftom can force the thin gaufe from her’ 
It is true, that a. well-timed fmile may THE Winpow.: breatt, . 
heighten the beauty of a pretty woman; but : wpesied ; Or fhorten her ftays half the length of her wait. : 
; : ; IN-THE MANNER OF S'TERNE ; : : 
y the elevation of the voice beyond a mufical Shen. pea va had BEL ET ERE SE ‘5 ips 4 i 7 ; ae ; 
eee te inetd Content with the beauties from nature receiv’d 
tence, caa be no auxilliary in the caufe. - t : / : 
Hast ! thou foftering nurfe of ghe wretched; Who fees her and likes her is never deceiv'd ; 4 t 
It feldom happens that men of the mofk cle- the gi: accents of vere i peer ae Her neatnefs and modefty pleafe fill the more, 
: : ‘chute | into the bleeding wounds of mifery!—Thou, : ¥ ae cel 
vated genius are ap pet ge to rifibility | whom: poets have defined ed: he'dind te beighe And heighten each charm we difcovered befores ; 
It thould feem that their innate modefty would ethicrial robes, and with eyes whofe juftre re- | For every perfection which modefty hides, ] 
not allow them to give way to extravagant fal-.| fembles the dew drop when brightened by the | But ferves as a guide to a thoufand befides. 
pe ea : | ray of Phobus! Thou, who teadeR Charity to 
lies of joy; and I have known many men ef | K. 
; ; d | the fpot where roverty, pinched by hunger, 
wit prefer the tears of Heraclitus to the laugh- | ‘s bides the pelting of the pitilefs ftorm? of i SSS . 
ter of. Democritus. I neverthelefs feriouily be- | adverfity !—To thee, O Pity! I caii; and ma THE WONDERFUL LIQUOR 
evs choise 3 fmall : ¢ ae since thy fott vibrations ncver be wanting ‘to infufe " : f 
—. sa adh Rinse Ying nah lac Bah. 5 ot | in my breaft the emotions of Philanthropy ! Tur Chinef k epee 3S” | 
referve : to laugh at another’s conceit is giving | « Pity the misfortunes: of a poor difiréffed Re ced eae seve > Hoe  eheas atl 
-t the utmoft fanétion of applaufe, when, per- | widow!” cuniniopl & Seebie Force We< is holy are poflc fied of the hoes of Secale Aa a liquor, | 
haps, a profeffed genius has not been abie to ex- crowds * they patied ote ereries peri. a which will make the perfon who drinks it live | 
. : _. | fixed my eyes .on- theefupplicant, who was | - . i fri 
tort this plaudit from any of the company, with | clothed in rags, and lay ftretched on the cold ooh pitt and whenever any of. thei. friends | 
all his efforts of humour and pleafantry, Befides, | pavement. Her languid head was fupported on oat ae rs 2 by \ bag of hd 3. they Pree. 
he has conftanrly the poet’s opinion at hand to the palm of her right handy:white her left held wich E : te eles entibti r beet hel has 
ah out the remains of a hat, to receive the bownty asten ; at One ; rap 5 <tiat aib s fie 
keep him in awe: of fome generous firanger; a ferr grey hairs, | “ileovered. One o their emperors was conti 
. a { dent he had purchafed the immortal draught. He 
; , fcattered around her tempies, befpoke bee fait eye 
Fools admire, but men of fenfe approve. advancing towards the lat Raye of fife; and a had a cup of this liquor of life before him, and | 
: . ; tear that trickled down her furrowed cheektoid | 4S sae Ot the virtues and exeeliancy, 
We may, I think, impartially yenture to. | me, in filknt though expreflive janguage, ‘that it, but while ue turned his back, his favouri | 
conclude, that extravagant peals of lavghter, | the journey had been-a wearifome one * yet, ned Dey APsalar® fe sage? sa pred | 
upon all occafions, are the fure figns of folly, | though ou ber countenance was vifibly pour- with imithe diate death: to which the fagaciou | 
Sad nicarh of Eilecintiiatiog ii-tiel che atts trayed the: traces of heavy care, never did the inifte ae lied, D re . ; 
a a 0 incrimina > Bd » On ec @ aad pallet of the graceful Corregio give to forrow 2 ban rt. GA ™m y thie, > Oo dele hkl s | 
hand, that the man whofe rifible mufcles are | more refigned afpeét than I traced im the feas | £*? ok i) fF ite, NOW * ng drank o > 
immutable, and whofe countenance is incap- | tures of this poor outeait of fociety : fhe was, | sat ee 4 ee wake ote gs la | 
thle of weasine a fi to ufc. the language of the Poet of Nature, | 7.7 wai ee CA hy age dee | 
able of wearing a change, at a lively fally well- & Patience feniling -at ericf’?. Ofethe many | With you. And, by this fhort way of reafoni 
umed, ora real good joke, mutt either be in- who pafled her, ri gp fon, lawn ditis ted this bet Say be ey one the whimfical e¢ | 
¢ifble “of humour, or fo entirely wrapned v deere e's Raa s e | peror to his fenfes, when all other argume 
| cy wrapped up | the inpulfe of pitv, and deigu to beftow th od feemed to be thrOwn away upon hin. 3 
oe 
ra icededdiahet Tid hie % 2 
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A RELATION of sowz INTERESTING 
PARTICULARS CONCERNING 
EGYPT. 

UNDER the name of Egypt, there is only 
comprehended a narrow piece of land, divided 
in two by the Nile, enclofed with high moun- 
tains on the Eaft and Welt fides, beginning at 
the Cataracks, and ending near Cairo ; together 
with what is commonly called the Delta, which 
is formed by the two branches of the Nile, 
that feparate about nine Englith miles below 
Cairo, one emptying itfeif into the fea, near 
Rofetta, the other at Damietta.. “ The length 


of Egypt is about 600 miles from North to 


South ; the breadth of the Delta is 1205 but 
in the middle of the other part only 21 miles ; 
and it decreafes continually to the Cataracks, 
where the two ridges of mountains join. 


Egypt being fo fmall a piece of land, it is 
not eafily conceived how it can maintain that 
vait number of inhabitants, which ali writers 
attribute to it. To give the colour of nuth to 
their affertions, they have faid that there were 
feveral crops in one year, and that the fheep 
went with young annually more than once. 
But there is no truth in thefe affertions. 


The foil of Egypt, is not equally fertile eve- 
ry where ; that which lies next to the Nile, 
and on which the watei, at the overflowing fea- 
fon, ftands forty days, gives ten fold in the 
beft crops, and this produce decreafes in pro- 
portion to the fhorter time which the water con- 
tinues to cover the ficlds; there are fome on 
which the water only remains five days, and 
they are reckoned to produce much, if they 
give a fourfold return. 


The learned have been long puzzled by the. 
{welling of the waters of the Nile, and its in- - 


nvunudations, and moft of them have found 
fomething miraculous in one of the moft na- 


tural phenomena inthe world, The rains. 


which fall in Abyflinia and Ethiopia caufe the 


_ increafe and overflowings of the river ; but the 


northerly winds is to be confidered as the prin- 
cipal caufe, aft. | Becaufe it carries the clouds 
to Abyffinia. 2. Becaufe, by blowing up the 


two mouths of the Nile, it forees back the wa-_ 


sors, and by that means pyevents too great a 





& 


bulk from emptying into the fea. This circum- 


| ftance may be obferved every year; for, when 


_ 


} 
| Egypt. 





the wind is.northerly, and at once veers round 
to the fouth, the Nile falls in one day, as much 
as it can rife in four. 


It is an error to fay, that it does not rain in 
It rains frequently, and a great deal in 
Lower Egypt, but rarely in Middle Egypt, and 
never in Upper Egypt, meaning thereby that 
narrow yale which extends between the two 
tidges of mountains. The conftant winds 
which blow from the Nile, aad the yallies 
about it, drive the clouds to the right and left ; 
‘confequently, the rain on the mountains is very 
confiderable throughout the winter, and the 
torrents which comé down from them carry a 
great proportion ef water to the Nile. 


It has been related, that, previous to the 
fwellings of the Nile, a fermentation happens 
in the water, which may be difcerned by its 
green colour and bad tafte; but nothing can 
be more falfe than this pretended fermentation. 
The water becomes naturally putrid by ftand- 
ing ftill fortwo months and a half together 
before the fummer folftice ; becaufe the rocks 
and fands at its mouth, together with the north 
eafterly wind, when that begins to blow, pre- 
It is likewife afferted, that 
the Nile when it increafes, carries a flime with 


yents its decreafe. 


it which manures the foil, but this is likewife a 


miftake. When the Nile has rifen eighteen 


feet, it touches a reddifh foil, of which a ftra- 


tum of fix feet high makes its banks in Upper 
Egypt; and the water moving very thick down- 
wards at that time, wafhes the earth from the 
For this 
reafon, the water gets a reddifh brown colour, 
They 
reftore its tranfparency, by covering the in- 
fide of the veilels in which it is put with a pafte 
of bitter almonds; by this means, a reddith 
brown earth is precipitated, but not flime. 
Upon the whole, if it were true, that the Nile 
carried any flime along with it, it would be 
found at the beginning of its increafe, and not 
towards the end; but it is certain, that whea 
the river has not rifen above feventeen feet, the 
water remains very clear. 


banks, and carries it down with it. 


and becomes quite troubled or opaque. 


The air of Egypt has been accounted healthy 
by feme ; but, after a fhort ftay in the country, 
the contrary may be eafily found. Nothing is 
more common than difeafes of the eyes, and | 


they are fo difficult to cure, that almoft alt ! 
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‘ 


whe are afflicted with them lofe their fight ; 


| fo that Egypt may with good reafon be called 


| « The land of the blind.” It is alfo to be ob- 
'ferved, that-bloody,vicérs form on the thigh 
and knees, and ¢arry off the patients in three 


or four days. In winter the fmall pox kils 2 


| great number of people, and, about the time of 
the Nile’s increafe, moft of the inhabitants are 
ill of a coxtinued dyfeutary, occafioned by the 
ufe of the waters of that river, which at that 


period are mixed with various faline particles. 


In Egypt they know only two feafons, winter 

and fummer. The winter begins in December, 
‘and ends in March. At that time, the heat, 
which is caufed by the fouth winds reigning 
from April to the fummer folftice, becomes 
infupportable. Egypt being a very dry country, 
which has no other frefh water than that of the 
Nile, the inhabitants ef thofe towns and villages 
which are not fituated on its banks, make great 
canals, which they fill with water, when the 
river overflows. This they drink till March, 
though in the latter month it begins to be 
putrid; and, till the next inundation, they 
make ufe of water they find in the fields, at 
the depth of two or three feet ;- and,’ though 
it be very ftinking, yet they employ it for their 
cattle. 


As there are fo many ftagnant waters in E- 
gypt, it is not to be wondered at, that the air 
is very unwholefome, and that every five 
years the plague makes ravages there ; and, be- 
fides this periodical one, it is fometimes in the 
interval imported from other countries. 


Provifions, and efpecially bread, have no 
tafte here, nor can it be otherwife; for, the 
foil confifting of earth and falt, and being wa- 
tered only once every year, it cainot produce 
corn or plants of any good tafte. 

= =——se 


ANECDOTES. ' 





Mr. —-~—, who during the late war was 

furgeon of the Namur, afking one of his patients 
how he did, the feaman anfwered, Thank Gop, 
I am quite recovered. What, you thank God, 
do you, you d—-—d feoundrel, faid the futgeon ; 
Til learn you to thank God! and began beating 
him. You d——d rafcal, you ought to thank 
me, not God ; for it was I that cured yow! _ 
_ Manbevit te, in his Fable of the Bees, feems 
to have formed a whimfical notion of what weré, 
in his time, the requifites to make a judge, for 
he fays any tolerable lawyer, “not notorious for 
difhonefty, is always fit to be judge as foon as 
he is old, and fufficiently ferious /o go through bis 
busine/s with a grave fact. 






































FOR THE DESSERT. 
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SONGS. 
(Tune the “ Rofe Tree.” ) 


A rofe indeed foon withers, 
And fo will beauty's pride, 

And time, that quick deftroyer 
The faireft form will hide! 


Each gay and fleeting hour 
A canker foes contain; 
And proves like fading flow’rs 
Man's boafted joys are vain ! 


Virtue alone will fhicld us 

From ftorms, and chilling blafts, 
And isthe only flow'r, 

Whole beauty always Jafts. 


In Mira’s breaft, ‘twill flourith 
Its native foil is there 5 

And where it grows does banifh 
Allforrow, and defpair. 
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THE WISH. 


Far from the reach of fortune’s pow’r, 
Oh, let me fpend each flecting hour 

From galling flavery free ! 

The wretch, who works thé mine is bleft, 
Compared with him whofe tortured breaft 

Ambition’s flave muft be! 





ADVICE. 
(Tune “* Sterne’s Maria.” ) 


The rofe that bloom$/at morning dawn, 
By ev’ning’s quite decayed ! 

‘So will it be with Julia’s charms, 
Improve them ere they fade. 


The little aunt provides with care 
*"Gainft winter's angry blafts - 

Improve the hint, lay up a ftore, 
Of that which always lafts. 


Then let the ftorms of life come on, 
Your minds will {tem the tide ; 

Virtue the pilot of your youth, — 
Through,age will be your guide. - 





THE CONTRAST. 
OR 


CESAR fs WASHINGTON. 
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POOR is his triumph and difprac’d his name, 
Who draws his {word for gold or barb’rous fame ; 
For him though wealth be blown on every wind, 
Tho’ fame announce hint fierceft of: mankind, 
Tho’ twice ten nations crouch beneath his blade, 
Virtue difowns him and his glories fade ; 

For him no pray’rg are pour’d, no pzxans fung, 
No bleffings chanted from a nation's tongue ; 
Blood marks the path to his untimely bier ; 
The curfe of widows, and the otphan’s tear, 

Cry to high heav’ns for vengeance. on his head : 
Alive detefted and accurft when dead. 
Tndignant of his deeds, the mufe that fings 
Undaunted truth and fcorns to flatter kings, 
Shall fhow the monfter in-his hideous fori, 
And point a C.xsar as the mark of fcorn. 

Not fo the patriot chief whodares withfand, 
Each proud oppreffof of his native land ; 

Who makes her wealth his nobleft, only énd. 
Rules but to ferve her, fights but to defend ; 
Her voice in council, andin fight her fword, 
Lov’d as her father, as her God ador'd; 

Who, firmly virtnous, generoufly brave, 
Unmoy'd by paflicn, conquers but to fave. 

On worth like his, the mufe delights to wait, 
Reveres alike in triumph or defeat ; 

Crowns with true glory and with deathIcfs fame, 


Enrols with heroes WoasaineTon’s lov’d pame. 
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BRIEF CHARACTER OF 
POPE, as 4a TRANSLATOR or HOMER, 


FROM the time which it firft appeared, 


“« that poetical wonder,” as it has not impro-- 


perly been called, the tranflation of the iliad 
by. Pone, has been in pofiethon of the public 
regard 5 and it feems to be loofing no portion of 
it’§ popularity as it proceeds further on it’s paf- 
fage to future ages. Though its bright and 
pre-eminent merits have united a vaft majority 
of fuffrages in its favour, a few  diflenting 
voices have been heard to jar in the crowd, and 
to detract from the unanimity of the applaufe. 
When, the, firft tumult of admiration, excited 
by its proud difplay of poetic power, had in 
fome meafure fubfided, it was reprefented by 
the indignant fcholar as being unfaithful in it’s 
tranfcript, and as conveying to the Englith rea- 
der an imperfeét or a falfe idea of the venerable 
father of Grecian poetry, With that infufcep- 
tible firmnefs of rigorous criticifm, which is 
proof againft the moft controuling fafcination of 
poetry, our great tranflater has been arraigned, 
and like a criminal dragged to juftice for every 
coarfenefs which he has artfully veiled ; every 
fimplicity, which he has converted into ele- 
gance; every unauthorized epithet or allufions 
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which his glowing and pidturefque fancy hag | 


fupplied; every grace and beauty, in tt, 
wiluch, while they adorn the Englith, | 
ViMieh, v ey guth, cannoe | 
diftinGly be traced in their flow fom the Gre. 
cian Hiad. ‘She attack has been repeated ap 
different periods, but always without effe& ; 
*¢ Arras Dei ad volcania ventura 

Mortalis mucro glacies ceu futi is tu 
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and eeuge an attempt has been made in the 
prefent day to fupport this attack by a more 
perfect and Hf meric exhibition, “in our fan. 
guage, of the mighty ancient, the refult ‘has 
{till been unfavourable to~the expectations of — 


the adventurer; and has. only involved the | 
poetic competitor of Pope in the fame condem. | 
nation of neglect with his etitic. Firm in | 
their attachment to their old favorite, andfeaf.. 
ting on the luxuries of his page, the public ™ 


have refufed to quarrel with what pleafes them ; 
or to accept ef a treat, more corre@ly, it. 


muft. be coniefled, after the Grecian model; | 


but not fo accommodated. to their palates, 


Neither can #teir tafte in this inftance be | 
If the | 


queitioned without hefitation or ritk 
Iliad of. Pope be not. defenfible as an exadt co. 
py of that of Homer, the Englith poem muft 
be acknowledged on the whole to be an ade. 
quate reprefentative of the Grecian. ‘Ihe re~ 
femblance, indeed, of his original is prefented 
tous by our tranilatof% not as reflected ina 


mirror, with every mole, and wrinkle, und | 


grey hair, made obvious to the eye ; Lut as ex- 
ifting in a mafterly portrait, which, pairited on 
the grand principle of ideal conception, and 


rejecting from it’s draught the minuter. lines. | 
and peculiarities of the face, is illaftrioufly au~ 1 


thentic with the great ftamp of countenance 
and character. In this tranflation, we behold. 


one poet maintaining an interccarfe of affluence — 


with anothe: ; gaining and yielding profit by a 
barter of rare commodities ; and fo condu@ing 
the traffic as to leave the balance, on the final 
adjuftment of the account, in a flate of doubt. 
ful equality. | 





ANECDOTES. | 





A reprobate buck parfon, going to read pray- 
ers at a remote viliage in the Welt of England, 
found great difficulty in putting on the furplice, 
which was an old fafhioned one: * Damn this, 
old furplice,” faid he to the clerk, « I think 
the devil is in it!’ 
ed till the parfon had got it on, and then moft 


irreverently anfwered—* I think as how a iz, ; 


zix \” 


In the year 1715, when Dofior Halley's 


calculation of the year Solar Eclipfe, was a ge-_ 


neral converfation, a Turkith envoy who hap- 
pened to be in London, faid he was certain the 
prediction was fallacious, for God never reveal-_ 
ed fuch things to unbelievers. 
peared at the mement it had been caculated, 
and Lord Forfer afked the Turk, .what he 


thought then? That they must have their inm | 
telligence from the devil, for Ged Almighty, would _ 
held no corre{pondence with fuch a-«retched fit ff 
was the 


unbelievers as the Englifa astronomers,” 


Turks reply. 





The aftonithed clerk, wait-"— 


The eclipfe ap-_ 



















































